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Greater Egypt Regional Planning and  
Development Commission Roles and Services 

 
Background 
The Greater Egypt Regional Planning Commission was established in 1961 to “provide a plan 
for the general purpose of guiding and accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious 
development of the Franklin, Jackson, Perry, and Williamson County region, and of public 
improvement and utilities therein for the purpose of best promoting health, safety, morals, order, 
convenience, prosperity, efficiency and economy in the process of development and the general 
welfare of said region.” In 1967, Jefferson County was added to the Greater Egypt Region, and 
the Commission was re-established as the Greater Egypt Regional Planning and Development 
Commission (Greater Egypt). During the re-establishment of the Commission in 1967, Greater 
Egypt received designation as an Economic Development District by the federal Economic 
Development Administration.  
 
Staff 
Greater Egypt is staffed by professionals who provide assistance to local governments, 
communities, citizens, and businesses, by providing technical assistance and comprehensive 
planning within the five counties of Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, Perry, and Williamson. The 
staff consists of an interdisciplinary team coordinated by the Executive Director. Together they 
carry out the planning and development activities of the Commission.  
 
A listing of the staff as of June 2011 is included in the following table: 
 

Greater Egypt Staff 
June 2011 

  
Name Title 
Cary Minnis Executive Director 
Margie Mitchell Program Director 
Robert Clodi   Regional Planner 
Julie Whitledge Bookkeeper 

 
 
Inter-Organizational Linkages 
Greater Egypt staff maintains formal and informal linkages with numerous partnering agencies to 
ensure the Region’s economic and workforce development entities are collaborating to ensure 
the most efficient use of public and private investments in the region. The formal linkage is often 
manifested in a contract for planning and development activities/services or service on the 
organization’s board of directors.  
 
Formal linkages include the following: 
Units of Local Government: 
Greater Egypt is formally linked with its units of local government through their annual 
membership dues. These local contributions allow Greater Egypt to provide services within the 
District. The member local governments are: 
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Counties 
Franklin  
Jackson 
Jefferson 
Perry  
Williamson  

Municipalities 
Benton 
Carbondale 
Carterville* 
Du Quoin 
Herrin 

Municipalities 
Marion 
Mt. Vernon 
Murphysboro 
Pinckneyville 
West Frankfort 

Conservancy Districts 
Kinkaid-Reed’s Creek 
Rend Lake 

(*Carterville’s population exceeded 5,000 in the 2010 Census making them eligible as a Unit of Local Government.) 
 
Formal governmental linkages with Greater Egypt also exist through the Assembly of Local 
Governments. Municipalities under 5,000 in population and special units of government other 
than conservancy districts can join the Assembly of Local Governments. There are currently 32 
members of the Assembly of Local Governments. 
 
Economic Development Administration (www.eda.gov)  
Greater Egypt was designated an Economic Development District in 1967. Through this 
designation, Greater Egypt became the entity responsible for Economic Development 
Administration planning activities as well as EDA project development and administration. 
Greater Egypt receives planning funds and administrative funding to maintain the CEDS process, 
develop projects for EDA funding, and administer EDA funded projects. Greater Egypt serves as 
the District’s regional economic development organization. 
 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (www.epa.state.il.us) 
Greater Egypt is contracted by IEPA to coordinate the Regional Water Quality Coordinating 
Council (RWQCC) and the Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program (VLMP). The RWQCC serves 
as a public forum that reviews facility plans and domestic wastewater National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits, specifically construction and operating permits 
of public, private, and industrial facilities within the ten county region of Franklin, Gallatin, 
Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, Jefferson, Perry, Pope, Saline, and Williamson. The VLMP serves as 
an educational program for citizens to learn about lake ecosystems, as well as a cost-effective 
method of gathering fundamental information on Illinois’ inland lakes. The VLMP is 
coordinated in the southern tip of Illinois: Alexander, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pope, Pulaski, Saline, Union and Williamson 
Counties.  
 
Delta Regional Authority (www.dra.gov)  
Greater Egypt serves as a Local Development District for the Delta Regional Authority. In that 
role Greater Egypt receives planning funds and administrative funding to develop projects for 
DRA funding and to administer DRA funded projects. The executive directors of the three 
southernmost economic development districts in the state, the Greater Egypt Regional Planning 
and Development Commission, Southeastern Illinois Regional Planning and Development 
Commission, and Southern Five Regional Planning and Development Commission, meet 
periodically to discuss issues of mutual concern. The executive director of Greater Egypt serves 
as Illinois’ alternate for the DRA Chairman’s LDD Advisory Council. DRA program area 
includes four of the five counties comprising the Greater Egypt District (Franklin, Jackson, 
Perry, and Williamson).  
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Southern Illinois Workforce Investment Board (www.siwib.org)  
The Southern Illinois Workforce Investment Board serves as the premier source for information 
about and access to the array of workforce development programs and services offered for 
citizens and employers in Franklin, Jackson, Jefferson, Perry, and Williamson Counties in 
southern Illinois. To that end, the Board makes an unswerving commitment to meet the 
workforce development needs of all youth and adults in the region as well as the training and 
retraining needs of the southern Illinois business community. Greater Egypt’s executive director 
serves as a board member on the SIWIB as well as their economic development committee. 
  
Connect SI Foundation (www.connectsi.us)  
The mission of the Connect SI Foundation is to connect assets throughout the region to advance 
the 20-southernmost counties in Illinois. As the name implies, Connect SI facilitates 
collaboration across municipalities, political subdivisions, and regional configurations to 
collectively leverage assets focused on improving the quality of life in southern Illinois. The 
Connect SI Foundation has a proven record of maximizing the assets of southernmost Illinois 
through strategic convening and facilitation of competing interests, provision of and training in 
the use of innovative economic development tools, and development of effective technology 
solutions to identified barriers to success. Greater Egypt’s executive director serves as a board 
member on the Connect SI Foundation.  
 
Champion Community Investments (www.ccinvestments.org)   
Champion Community Investments is the business name for the Southern Illinois Coal Belt 
Champion Community, Inc., an Illinois-registered not-for-profit corporation founded in early 
2002 with the purpose of providing economic and community development support to parts of 
Perry, Franklin, and Williamson Counties. Today, CCI has expanded its fundamental service 
area to five counties of southern Illinois – Perry, Franklin, Williamson, Jackson, and Jefferson. 
In addition to continuing its support for numerous economic, community, and infrastructure 
development projects, CCI is recognized throughout the region for providing low-interest 
business loan programs, with funds made available through the USDA Intermediary Relending 
Program (IRP) and Rural Microenterprise Assistance Program (RMAP). Greater Egypt’s 
executive director serves on the board of directors for CCI as the Secretary. As an officer of the 
board the executive director also serves on the loan review committee.  
 
Illinois Lake Management Association (www.ilma-lakes.org)  
The purpose of ILMA is to promote understanding and comprehensive management of the lake 
and watershed ecosystems. The Association promotes and provides a forum for sharing of 
information and experiences on scientific, administrative, and financial aspects of lake and 
watershed management; assists in the development of local lake restoration and protection 
programs in accordance with appropriate management strategies and techniques; encourages 
support and development of local, state, and national programs promoting lake and watershed 
management; and fosters a partnership for the mutual benefit of organizations, agencies, local 
units of government, and individuals concerned with lake and watershed improvement and 
protection. Greater Egypt’s regional planner serves on the board of directors of ILMA. 
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Informal linkages include the following: 
Greater Egypt maintains membership with several state and national associations including the 
National Association of Development Organizations, the American Planning Association, and 
the Illinois Association of Regional Councils. Staff attends meetings, conferences, trainings as 
well as reviewing publications and correspondence from these organizations.  
 
Greater Egypt’s staff also works closely with all local development organizations on an as 
needed basis in the provision of technical assistance and data. Further, the staff maintains liaison 
with the economic development staff of local electric utilities, and provides selected data and 
assistance to those organizations as part of the overall economic development effort to local 
governments. Greater Egypt maintains informal linkages with other organizations in the District 
whose programs interface with those of the Commission. Communication results from 
attendance and participation at special and regular meetings of local government, organizations 
with program-based linkages, as well as with developmental and promotional organizations. 
 
Examples of organizations the Commission maintains contact with includes: 
 
  Champion Community Investments 

Chambers of Commerce 
Connect SI 

  Franklin Regional Economic Development Corporation (FREDCO) 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency 

  Jackson Growth Alliance 
Jefferson County Development Corporation 

  REDCO 
John A. Logan College 

  Man-Tra-Con (operates the Workforce Investment Program) 
  Perry County Economic Development Director 

Rend Lake College 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale 

 
Citizen input is derived from the meetings and communications with all the groups discussed 
above to increase the viability and utility of the District’s economic development planning 
process. All Commission meetings are held in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 
 
Services    
Greater Egypt provides direct technical assistance and planning services to organizations in the 
District. The type of service varies greatly depending on the need and capabilities of the 
organization being served. Examples of the typical services provided by Greater Egypt are 
detailed below. 
    
Economic Development Planning and Assistance - Greater Egypt serves as the Region’s 
Economic Development District for the federal Economic Development Administration and the 
Local Development District for the Delta Regional Authority. Greater Egypt utilizes funds made 
available by the member local governments and EDA to complete an ongoing Comprehensive 
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Economic Development Strategy. Funds from EDA and DRA also allow Greater Egypt to work 
within the region to develop economic development projects and seek funds for their 
implementation. Greater Egypt also administers an EDA Revolving Loan Fund to provide 
financial assistance to local business. 
 
Grant Administration - Greater Egypt provides grant administration for entities within the 
District for local, state, and federal programs such as: Economic Development Administration 
grants, Delta Regional Authority grants, Energy Efficiency Conservancy Block Grants, and the 
Community Development Assistance Program. 
 
Water Quality Management Planning - Greater Egypt is contracted by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency to coordinate the Regional Water Quality Coordinating 
Council (RWQCC) within the ten county region of Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Perry, Pope, Saline, and Williamson. The RWQCC serves as a public forum 
that reviews facility plans and domestic wastewater National Pollution Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permits, specifically construction and operating permits of public, private, and 
industrial facilities. Greater Egypt is also under contract with IEPA to coordinate the Volunteer 
Lake Monitoring Program (VLMP) in the southern tip of Illinois: Alexander, Franklin, Gallatin, 
Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, Jefferson, Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pope, Pulaski, Saline, Union and 
Williamson Counties. The VLMP serves as an educational program for citizens to learn about 
lake ecosystems, as well as a cost-effective method of gathering fundamental information on 
Illinois’ inland lakes. 
 
Multi-Hazard Mitigation Planning – Greater Egypt provides assistance to the local 
governments to complete Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plans. These plans are then used by the region 
to implement projects designed to minimize the loss of property and life in the event of a natural 
disaster. Greater Egypt assists organizations in the region with applications for funding hazard 
mitigation projects.  
 
Technical Assistance – Greater Egypt provides a wide variety to technical assistance services. 
These services include demographic data collection and distribution, GIS mapping, and 
indentifying and assisting with grant opportunities.  
 
Local Government Services – Greater Egypt also provides specific services to the local 
governments. An example of these services is the administration of the Williamson County 
Enterprise Zone and assistance with the administration of the Jackson County Enterprise Zone.  
 
Website - Information about the services as well as past and current publications is maintained 
on the Greater Egypt website www.greateregypt.org. 
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Evaluation of Progress on Achieving CEDS Goals 
 
Greater Egypt Regional CEDS Goals Project Report 2010-2011 
 
Progress Toward CEDS Goals 
Much progress has been made over the last year toward achieving the goals in the CEDS. Each 
of the goals from the CEDS are listed below with a brief description of the progress toward 
achieving that goal.  
 
Policy I – Infrastructure 
Goal 1 - Industrial Infrastructure: Develop suitable land and facilities, environmentally problem-
free, needed to maintain existing, expanding or locating employers. 
 

• The City of West Frankfort has undertaken a project to build a parking lot on the east side 
and resurface the south lot of the Business Incubator. The project also includes 
renovation of semi-truck access to a business, insulate certain areas, and install and 
replace a major portion of the guttering in the incubator. They are also working to replace 
and repair crumbling asphalt on the west side of the business incubator for additional 
parking as well as provide space for assembly/machine loading and off loading. Storm 
drains will also be repaired and replaced and a small parking area on the north side of the 
building will also be repaired. 

• The City of Benton is reconstructing and widening approximately 8,850 feet of existing 
roadway, constructing approximately 2,400 feet of new roadway, including storm sewer 
and other items, the installation of approximately 2,400 feet of water and sewer main, and 
the relocation of approximately 4,760 feet of water main, all to serve and improve 
approximately 199.87 acres of property, with approximately 123.87 acres owned by the 
City of Benton, within the Benton Industrial Park II. 

 
Goal 2 - Communications Infrastructure: Develop fiber optic and other telecommunications 
facilities that will enhance the flow of information and support new technologies 
 

• Clearwave Communications is constructing more than 740 miles of new fiber optic cable 
in southern Illinois to connect 232 community anchor institutions including; 111 Schools 
(K-12), 60 Medical and Healthcare Providers, 28 Public Safety Entities, 23 Libraries, 9 
Community Colleges, and 1 Major University (SIU-C) with speeds between 10 Mbps and 
1 Gbps.  

  
Goal 3 - Business Expansion and Location: Make available land, labor, capital, and assistance 
needed by businesses to expand or locate in the District. 
 

• Champion Community Investments secured a $500,000 loan to provide low interest loans 
to microentrepreneurs (10 employees or less) in the region. In addition to the loan funds 
received from USDA Rural Development, CCI was also provided an additional $105,000 
grant for technical assistance to support borrowers in the pre- and post-award phases. The 
technical assistance will be provided by the Southern Illinois University Business 
Incubator.  
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Policy II – Quality of Life 
Goal 1 - Community Infrastructure: Develop housing and other physical facilities that are 
healthful and attractive. 

 
Goal 2 - Public Services: Maintain, upgrade and make readily accessible public services essential 
to orderly development, safety and well being. 
 

• The Rend Lake Conservancy District and the City of Marion completed construction of a 
30,000 foot extension of potable water main with upgrade of two pump stations, 
construction of a water storage tank and assorted appurtenances to allow the City of 
Marion to receive water from the Rend Lake Conservancy District.  

• The City of West Frankfort has completed the installation of new water main into the 
West Frankfort Business Incubator 

 
Goal 3 - Health and Medical Care: Provide and make accessible to all residents the best health 
and medical care possible. 
 

• Connect SI completed a plan to implement a Health Information Exchange in Southern 
Illinois and has created a new not-for-profit within the region to operate the HIE. Connect 
SI in collaboration with the Regional Extension Center has been assisting physicians with 
implementation of electronic medical records systems in order to meet the meaningful 
use guidelines.  

   
Goal 4 - Education: Improve all levels of education through effectiveness, efficiency, expansion, 
consolidation, as well as encourage upgrading of physical facilities, new technologies and special 
programs. 
 

• Clearwave Communications is constructing more than 740 miles of new fiber optic cable 
in southern Illinois and will connect 111 Schools (K-12), 9 Community Colleges, and 1 
Gbps. Major University (SIU-C) with speeds between 10 Mbps and 1 Gbps. This new 
technology will allow for shared instruction, online learning, expanded research 
capabilities, and many other technology driven advances in education.  

 
Goal 5 - Workforce Development: Refine and make accessible to all residents workforce training 
and adult training programs. 
 
Goal 6 - Specialized Human Services: establish, refine and coordinate human services for the 
aged, youth, handicapped and socially maladjusted. 
 

• The AccessSI database was updated 
 
Goal 7 - Cultural and Recreation Activities: Encourage and provide for a more stimulating and 
rewarding use of leisure time through the development of regional attractions and events. 
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Policy III – Regionalism 
Goal 1: Regional Development: Work cooperatively to promote the southern Illinois region 
 

• The 2010 LEAD SI program was held as part of a 20-county regional youth engagement 
strategy designed to foster among regional young people a deep appreciation of Southern 
Illinois by engaging them in peer networking, and helping them to learn important 
leadership and community development skills, and to expand the existing leadership base 
to support the future of Southern Illinois. The LEAD SI initiative was designed to ensure 
a continuous supply of homegrown leaders for the future of Southern Illinois. For the 
2011 Lead SI program 41 youth were selected from 78 applicants. 

• To help promote the region as a retirement area a new Supportive Living Center, The 
River To River Community of Marion, was constructed. 

  
Goal 2: Regional Policies: Develop and implement policies controlling issues that affect the 
entire region 
 
Major Projects and Accomplishments List 
The tables below list economic development projects underway or completed in the region 
between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011. Some of these projects were listed in the 2010 CEDS, 
while others were initiated outside of the CEDS process. Projects listed in the 2010 CEDS are in 
bold. Some items have been discussed in the previous section. 
 

Table 1 
Major Economic Development Projects Competed Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 
Jobs  

Created
Jobs  

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
 Marion, IL Marion/Rend Lake Water Line - The 

project consisted of construction of 
30,000 foot extension of potable water 
main from the Rend Lake Conservancy 
District to Marion IL.  
 

     $4,645,922    $4,645,922 

 Carbondale 
IL 

Carbondale Business Park Fiber 
Optic Installation - Carbondale 
Business Development Corporation 
installed fiber optics to the business 
park east of Reed Station Road. The 
project was expanded to install fiber 
optics on North Reed Station Road to 
serve 5 businesses and a newly built 
office building. 
 
 
 

   229  $117,427  $10,000  $107,427 

       
 
 
 



 9 
 
 

Table 1 (Continued) 
Major Economic Development Projects Competed Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 
Jobs  

Created
Jobs  

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
Moores Prairie 
Township IL. 

Moores Prairie Township Water Line - 
Moores Prairie completed a design 
engineering project to extend water 
main from the Rend Lake Conservancy 
District to the township  
 

    $73,400    $73,400  

 Region Microentrepreneurship Loan Fund - 
Champion Community Investments 
secured a $500,000 loan to provide 
low interest loans to 
microentrepreneurs and an 
additional $105,000 grant for 
technical assistance to support 
borrowers in the pre- and post-
award phases.   
 

 20  4  $ 1,380,000 $1,205,000   $ 175,000 

West 
Frankfort IL 

New water main in West Frankfort – 
The City of West Frankfort has 
completed the installation of new 
water main into the West Frankfort 
Business Incubator 
 

  $5,500  $5,500 

Carbondale IL Reed Station Road Improvements – 
The City of Carbondale has 
reconstructed Reed Station Road which 
serves the Carbondale Business Park 
East 
 

  2,033,714  2,033,714 

Carbondale 
IL 

Reed Station Parkway Connector – 
The project provided ingress and 
egress from and to west bound 
Illinois Route 13 to the businesses 
north of this route and west of Reed 
Station Road 
 

  1,633,371  1,633,371 

Marion IL Marion Supportive Living Center – 
The River To River Community of 
Marion was constructed 
 

20  $9,500,000 $7,700,000 $1,800,000 

Carbondale IL Carbondale Public Safety Center – The 
City of Carbondale completed 
construction on the new 32,000 square 
foot center which will house all of the 
police department’s services  
 

  $8,245,619  $8,245,619 

Carbondale IL Marion Street Extension – Marion 
Street was extended from College 
Street to Mill Street to facilitate police 
traffic at new Public Safety Center. 

  1,079,467  1,079,467 
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Table 1 (Continued) 
Major Economic Development Projects Competed Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 
Jobs  

Created
Jobs  

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
Carbondale IL Southern Illinois Avenue Parking Lot – 

The project includes the construction of 
a parking lot to provide additional 
parking for the downtown businesses.  

  $150,000  $150,000 

Murphysboro 
IL 

Armory National Guard Readiness 
Center – The U.S. Military has 
completed construction on a new 
Armed Forces Readiness Center at the 
Southern Illinois Airport.  

  $11,000,000  $11,000,000 

Carbondale IL Saluki Way – Southern Illinois 
University completed construction on a 
new Football Stadium and completed 
reconstruction of the SIU Arena. 

  $54,000,000  $54,000,000 

 Totals  40 233  $93,864,420 $8,915,000 $84,949,420 
 
 

Table 2 
Major Economic Development Projects Underway Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 

Jobs to 
be 

Created

Jobs to 
be 

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
 Benton IL. Benton Industrial Park Road 

Improvement/Expansion - The 
project consists of reconstruction 
and widening of approximately 8,850 
feet of existing roadway, 
construction of approximately 2,400 
feet of new roadway, including storm 
sewer and other items, the 
installation of approximately 2,400 
feet of water and sewer main, and 
the relocation of approximately 
4,760 feet of water main.  
 
 

 120    $3,014,037    $3,014,037 

 DuQuoin 
IL. 

DuQuoin Industrial Park Road 
Improvement/Expansion - The 
project consists of an extension of 
the public street in Du Quoin 
Industrial Park to improve access to 
existing industry and open access to 
30 acres of previously undeveloped 
land in the Industrial Park owned by 
the City of Du Quoin. 
 
 
 
 

   7  $625,000    $625,000 
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Table 2 (Continued) 
Major Economic Development Projects Underway Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 

Jobs to 
be 

Created

Jobs to 
be 

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
West 
Frankfort 
IL. 

West Frankfort Business Incubator 
Improvements I - The City of West 
Frankfort is building a parking lot 
and resurfacing the south lot of the 
Business Incubator. The project also 
includes renovation of semi-truck 
access to a business, insulate certain 
areas, and install and replace a 
major portion of the guttering in the 
incubator.   
 

 15  60  $235,400    $235,400 

 West 
Frankfort 
IL 

West Frankfort Business Incubator 
Improvements II - The City of West 
Frankfort is replacing and repairing 
crumbling asphalt on the west side of 
the business incubator for additional 
parking as well as providing space 
for assembly/machine loading and 
off loading. Storm drains will also be 
repaired and replaced and a small 
parking area on the north side of the 
building will also be repaired. 
 

 6  61  $127,500    $127,500 

 Carbondale 
IL. 

SI Airport Fiber Optic Installation - 
The Southern Illinois Airport is 
constructing an extension of nearby 
fiber optic cabling to the airport 
campus to interconnect its 27 
buildings. 
 

     $67,400  $16,850  $50,550 

 Carbondale 
IL. 

SIUC Wet Laboratory - SIUC Small 
Business Incubator is renovating 
existing industrial space on the first 
floor of the Small Business Incubator. 
Funds are being used to convert this 
space into a basic wet laboratory. 
 

 10    $215,369    $215,369 

 Cambria IL. Cambria Water Lines - The Village of 
Cambria is working on a design 
engineering project to replace 
deteriorating water lines within the 
community. 

          

 Southern 
Illinois 

Clearwave Fiber Optic Installation - 
Clearwave Communications will 
deploy a high-speed fiber middle 
mile network across a 23-county 
region of southern Illinois to address 
the lack of adequate broadband 
access.   

 315    $45,395,020  $2,128,517  $43,266,503 
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Table 2 (Continued) 
Major Economic Development Projects Underway Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 

Jobs to 
be 

Created

Jobs to 
be 

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
 Marion IL. Millennium Destination Development 

is working on a large-scale project in 
the City of Marion to build a 
destination an entertainment mixed use 
development. The development that is 
planned would improve approximately 
340 acres. The development will 
include a major destination retail 
outlet, entertainment venues and other 
traditional retail.  
 
 

 1,346   $380,000,000 $247,000,000   $133,000,000 
 

 Mt. Vernon 
IL. 

St. Mary's Good Samaritan in Mt. 
Vernon IL. started construction on a 
359,000 square foot replacement 
hospital that will double the size of the 
existing facility. Included in the project 
is a brand new Medical Office 
Building, which will include a Surgery 
Center and numerous outpatient 
diagnostic services.  

 

 112    $237,000,000   $237,000,000   

Johnston 
City IL. 

The Rend Lake Conservancy 
District is extending a water line 
from the City of West Frankfort to 
Johnston City 
 
 

     

Region Destination 13 – A partnership has 
been formed to develop a strategy to 
leverage the Destination Development 
in Marion IL to maximize the benefits 
to the region.  
 
 

     

Carbondale 
IL. 

Southern Illinois Research Park – SIU 
Research Park Building #3 and related 
infrastructure are being built.  
Infrastructure including road, water, 
sewer, and utilities total $2.1 million 
including $475,000 from SBA and $1.6 
million from IDOT.  The Building is 
being built by a private sector investor 
with a leaseback agreement to the 
University.  Approx construction cost - 
$2.5 million for the 15,000 sq ft 
building. 
 

  $4,600,000 $2,500,00 $2,100,00 
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Table 2 (Continued) 
Major Economic Development Projects Underway Between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 

Location Name/Description 

Jobs to 
be 

Created

Jobs to 
be 

Retained Total Cost 
Private 

Investment 
Public 

Investment 
Murphysboro 
IL. 

SIU Transportation Education Center 
(TEC) – SIU is constructing a new 
TEC center at the Southern Illinois 
Airport, a $63 million project, 
composed of three buildings. The main 
building (185,910 square feet) is over 
two football fields long. Also included 
is a fleet storage building with a 
covered lot (31,868 square feet) and a 
test cell center (10,910 square feet). 
TEC will provide plenty of space for 
classrooms, faculty offices, teaching 
bays, meeting rooms and labs. 
 

  $63,000,000  $63,000,000 

Carbondale 
IL. 

The Chautauqua Water Storage Tank 
in Carbondale is being renovated and 
painted 

  $370,470  $370,470 

Totals 1,924 128 $734,650,196 $488,645,367 $246,004,829 
 
 
Performance Measures 
Specific performance measures were inadvertently omitted from the revised CEDS submitted in 
August 2010. The CEDS committee has recommended tracking the following measures to 
determine the success of the economic development efforts in the District.    
 
Population Growth 
According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census the 2009 population estimates for the District was 
224,952 and according to the 2010 U.S. Census the population was 227,313. This represents a 
1.05% increase which is consistent with the ten year population gain of 1.00%. The population is 
growing, but at a very slow pace.  
 
Number in the Labor Force 
According to the Illinois Department of Employment Security the total average labor force in the 
District has increased from 113,911 in 2009 to 116,937 in 2010. While this represents a 2.66% 
increase the District over the last year the District is still below the five year high of 118,732 set 
in 2007. 
 
Unemployment Rate 
According to the Illinois Department of Employment Security the annual unemployment rate 
increased from 10.1% in 2009 to 10.3% in 2010 which mirrors the State and National 
unemployment rate increases which were 10.0% to 10.3% and 9.3% to9.6% respectively   
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Reports from Local Governments on Jobs Created and Retained 
According to the information collected from the local counties, municipalities, and economic 
developers listed in Table 1 above the projects that were completed in the last year last year 
resulted in 40 jobs created and 233 jobs retained.  
 
Sales and Related Tax Receipts 
In 2010 the District’s sales and related tax receipts were $118,731,403.  From 2009 to 2010 there 
was a 2.04% increase.  
 
Per Capita Personal Income 
The District’s per capita personal income increased from $28,785 in 2008 to $29,414 in 2009 
which represents a 2.19% increase. The District’s 2009 per capita income is only 74.21% of the 
National per capita income. 
 
Number and Types of Investments Made in the Region Since the Last CEDS 
According to the information collected from the local counties, municipalities, and economic 
developers listed in Tables 1 and 2 above 13 projects were completed and 15 were underway in 
the last year last.   
 
Amount of Private Sector Investment in the Region 
According to the information collected from the local counties, municipalities, and economic 
developers listed in Table 1 above there was $8,915,000 in private sector investments made 
during the last year in the District. 
 
According to the information collected from the local counties, municipalities, and economic 
developers listed in Table 2 above there is expected to be $488,645,367 in private sector 
investments in the District in the next several years. 
  

District Development Strategy and Goals for the Upcoming Year 
 
District Development Strategy 
No significant changes happened in the region since the revised CEDS was submitted in August 
2010 that would necessitate a change in the districts development strategy. The strategy below 
remains as submitted in August 2010, but projects/objectives that have been completed have 
been removed and new projects/objectives have been added. 
 
The implementation plan is carried out by the Commission in cooperation with numerous 
development and promotion groups and by units of local government. The decentralization of 
these development efforts requires extraordinary encouragement of coordination and 
cooperation. This decentralization is reflected in the many and varied projects proposed for the 
District, as listed at the end of this chapter. 
 
EDA and State of Illinois Goals 
The Goals formulated by EDA for river valley rural sub-category remain relevant to the Greater 
Egypt District. They are listed below: 
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1. Modernize and make effective use of major central business districts. 
2. Encourage infrastructure investments in areas with concrete potentials for natural 

resource processing with emphasis on energy production. 
3. Develop port facilities 
4. Assist firms and communities impacted by foreign trade. 
5. Develop and/or recycle land and industrial facilities. 
6. Develop adequate labor force with relevant skills. 
7. Develop institutional capability in areas of high distress. 
8. Develop infrastructure and facilities for tourist industry. 
9. Assist in the economic development of minority businesses and neighborhoods. 
10. Assist qualified organizations and neighborhoods. 

 
In the Governor of Illinois "Opportunity Returns" plan for the southern region lists six primary 
goals which apply to the District. The goals are:  
 

1. Modernize and Expand Local Businesses 
2. Improve Local Infrastructure 
3. Strengthen Education and Job Training 
4. Support Coal Industry and Use of Renewable Energy 
5. Promote Regional Tourism 
6. Assist Entrepreneurs and Small Business 

 
District Goals and Objectives 
Non-prioritized Goals and Objectives 
 
Approach: 
 
The 2005 CEDS listed 18 District Goals that were not prioritized. To assist in the ratings of 
projects and programs, the following prioritization of the goals contained in the 2005 CEDS is 
suggested. Only the 18 goals in the 2005 CEDS are listed. 
 
Three Policy areas were created and prioritized. Policy I addresses basic Infrastructure needs for 
businesses. Policy II addresses Quality of Life issues. Policy III addresses the values and 
philosophies of regionalism. As this is an Economic Development Administration document, 
industrial and business infrastructure goals were prioritized higher than general community goals 
with values and philosophies lowest. Therefore, the sequence from Policy I, Goal 1 to Policy 3, 
Goal 7, are prioritized in order. 
 
Policy I – Infrastructure 
Policy Statement: Develop and maintain the basic Infrastructure required to retain, expand and 
attract businesses. 
 
Goal 1 - Industrial Infrastructure: Develop suitable land and facilities, environmentally problem-
free, needed to maintain existing, expanding or locating employers. 
 

A. New water tower at Du Quoin Industrial Park 
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B. Expand water and sanitary sewer service at Du Quoin Industrial Park 
C. Build a new wastewater treatment plant that serves West Frankfort. 
D. Extend Mainline Road and related infrastructure into the West Frankfort Industrial Park. 
E. Build a new northwest wastewater treatment plant serving Benton. 
F. Extend Factory Outlet Drive and related infrastructure to the West Frankfort Industrial 

Park. 
G. Upgrade water and sewer infrastructure to various areas of West Frankfort and the 

surrounding areas. 
H. Build pipeline to provide water to new developments along the new I-57 interchange in 

Mount Vernon for the Rend Lake Conservancy District. 
I. Make infrastructure improvements to the Bicentennial Industrial Park in Carbondale. 
J. Improve the infrastructure at the Carbondale Business Park East. 
K. Construct a new water tower on Brewster Road in Herrin. 
L. Build a new wastewater treatment plant in the southerly part of Herrin. 
M. Upgrade the existing wastewater treatment plant on Weaver Road in Herrin. 
N. Improve the Wastenia Street By-Pass in Benton IL. including widening and increasing 

turn lanes.  
O. Reconstruction of roads serving the Murphysboro Industrial Park  
P. Reconstruction of Airport Road connecting the SI Airport with U.S. 51  
Q. Reconstruction of New Era Road from Glenn Road to Airport Road serving the SI 

Airport. 
R. Develop two industrial parks in Jefferson County targeting manufacturing and 

transportation, distribution and logistics. 
  
Goal 2 - Communications Infrastructure: Develop fiber optic and other telecommunications 
facilities that will enhance the flow of information and support new technologies 
  

A. Increase regional access to affordable Internet services at increasingly higher bandwidths. 
B. Build a connectivity “meet-me” point in the Carbondale area to enhance overall 

connectivity and support a health information exchange. 
C. Conduct an aggressive regional demand creation and aggregation project to further 

enhance regional connectivity. 
  
Goal 3 - Business Expansion and Location: Make available land, labor, capital, and assistance 
needed by businesses to expand or locate in the District. 
 

A. Develop expertise and assets to conduct a regional microenterprise lending and support 
program. 

B. Develop regional access to venture and angel investor financial resources, particularly for 
debt and equity funding. 

C. Ensure sustainability of the Small Business Development Center programs. 
D. Build infrastructure and related improvements to enhance tourism in the Gun Greek area 

of Rend Lake.  
E. Improve the overall climate for growth of regional entrepreneurship, small business 

development, and innovation and technology. 
F. Work with Jackson Growth Alliance to leverage SIU research for economic development. 
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G. Research the feasibility of a business park adjacent to the Southern Illinois Airport. 
H. Establish an Ambassador Program to serve as a response team for economic development 

leads and assist in marketing Jackson County. 
I. Generate federal research grants and contracts (SBIR/SBTT) by technology-based firms 

in the region and University spin-out companies. 
J. Improve entrepreneurial business and industrial promotion programming in Carbondale. 
K. Provide requisite infrastructure, roads, utilities, signage, etc. to develop a targeted 600 

acre Mixed use site in Jefferson County to attract commercial, tourism, retail, residential, 
and light industrial usage. 

L. Replace the existing wastewater treatment plant in Murphysboro. 
M. Develop an industrial park site in the area of the abandoned Vocational-Technical 

Institute in Williamson County. 
N. Build a professional office incubator in West Frankfort 
O. Increase retail space in Benton IL on Airport Frontage Road adjacent to I-57. 
P. Support the development of the STAR Bond District in Marion IL.  

 
Policy II – Quality of Life 
Policy Statement: Develop and maintain a high Quality of Life for residents, businesses and their 
employees. 
 
Goal 1 - Community Infrastructure: Develop housing and other physical facilities that are 
healthful and attractive. 
 

A. Develop a support structure to assist units of local government to develop effective and 
implementable land use and property maintenance plans. 

B. Develop recreational trails in the District. 
C. Construct a new fire station in Carbondale to replace the existing west side fire station.  

 
Goal 2 - Public Services: Maintain, upgrade and make readily accessible public services essential 
to orderly development, safety and well being. 
 

A. Build 1,500,000 gallons in new water storage capacity in Du Quoin 
B. Replace existing water mains in Du Quoin on Main Street from Line Street to West Street 
C. Replace existing water mains in Du Quoin on South Washington Street from Main to 

Grant Way. 
D. Replace deteriorated and undersized water mains in the City of Benton. 
E. Build a railroad overpass over South Du Quoin Street in Benton. 
F. Construct a new southwest pump station at the south end of the Perry County Fairgrounds 

in Pinckneyville. 
G. Construct a new wastewater treatment plant serving Pinckneyville. 
H. Upgrade the current sewage treatment plant #2 that serves the Pinckneyville Correctional 

Center. 
I. Improve the spillway at the Pinckneyville Reservoir. 
J. Build a new Westside Fire Station in Carbondale. 
K. Develop and construct an Oak Street Extension in the City of Carbondale. 
L. Develop and construct a Sycamore Street Extension in the City of Carbondale. 
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M. Add water storage capacity in the City of Carbondale. 
N. Significantly improve the former Crab Orchard Water District system now owned by the 

City of Carbondale. 
O. Develop a back-up water supply to serve the City of Carbondale. 
P. Replace existing water main from the water tower on Stave Mill road eastward through 

downtown on Walnut Street to 2nd Street in Murphysboro. 
Q. Replace the city hall in Murphysboro. 
R. Resurface all brick and oil-chip streets at various locations throughout Herrin. 
S. Replace existing cast iron water mains at various locations throughout Herrin. 
T. Renovate Herrin City Hall 
U. Build a new road connecting Rushing Drive northward to Grand Road in Herrin in 

partnership with Williamson County. 
V. Replace antiquated clay storm sewer lines at various locations in Herrin. 
W. Replace antiquated sanitary sewer lines at various locations in Herrin. 
X. Conduct a strategic planning study resulting in a comprehensive infrastructure plan for 

the City of Herrin. 
Y. Install a new 8” ductile iron water main on South Washington Street between Walnut 

Street and Grand Avenue in Carbondale to improve fire protection and pressure to the 
buildings along Washington Street.  

Z. Support infrastructure improvements for the regional Coal to Synthetic Natural Gas 
project, Power Holdings LLC, a $2 billion project which would create 1000 construction 
jobs and 600 permanent full time jobs. 

AA. Implement a Regional public transportation system for the workforce 
 
  

Goal 3 - Health and Medical Care: Provide and make accessible to all residents the best health 
and medical care possible. 
 

A. Develop and implement at Health Information Exchange network. 
  
Goal 4 - Education: Improve all levels of education through effectiveness, efficiency, expansion, 
consolidation, as well as encourage upgrading of physical facilities, new technologies and special 
programs. 
 

A. Increase connectivity bandwidth to Southern Illinois University Carbondale to at least 10 
gigabits/second to support teaching, research, and service missions. 

B. Construct a workforce development and community education building on the campus of 
John A. Logan College.  The building would be 21,000 square feet with the majority of 
the space allocated for specialty classrooms and expansive, flexible space for training 
large groups.  The building will be designed and constructed to achieve LEED 
certification, and would feature green roof and ground source geothermal heating and 
cooling. 

C. Construct a maintenance and storage facility on the campus of John A. Logan College to 
have 3,000 square feet of dedicated space to perform regular and periodic maintenance on 
campus vehicles and to safely store chemicals, equipment and tools. Solar panels would 
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be installed on the building to provide a supplemental source of power and to serve as 
training aids for the College’s solar electric design and installation training program. 

 
Goal 5 - Workforce Development: Refine and make accessible to all residents workforce training 
and adult training programs. 
 

A. Support rural manufacturing and related workforce development initiatives. 
B. Increase the number of new and retained knowledge-based enterprises with 

corresponding growth in related high-skilled employment opportunities. 
C. Construct an industrial training center in Mt. Vernon. 

 
Goal 6 - Specialized Human Services: establish, refine and coordinate human services for the 
aged, youth, handicapped and socially maladjusted. 
 

A. Update and maintain the AccessSI database. 
 
Goal 7 - Cultural and Recreation Activities: Encourage and provide for a more stimulating and 
rewarding use of leisure time through the development of regional attractions and events. 
 

A. Conduct a strategic planning study for the Southern Illinois Center at the Du Quoin State 
Fairgrounds. 

  
Policy III – Regionalism 
Policy Statement: Develop and support projects, programs and initiatives that encourage 
economic development and improve the quality of life throughout the region 
 
Goal 1: Regional Development: Work cooperatively to promote the southern Illinois region 
 

A. Diversify the District’s economic base by expanding manufacturing, service, trade and   
tourism related industries 

B. Develop informational and promotional programs and distribute timely socio-economic 
data to assist local organizations market the region 

C. Increase the flow of communication and cooperation among local, state and national 
governments as well as with local development groups 

D. Provide citizens educational and awareness programs and stimulate regional pride and 
promotion 

E. Expand and support leadership programs including Lead SI Youth Leadership Program, 
youth entrepreneurship programs, and community leadership programs 

F. Promote the region as a retirement area  
G. Improve the quality of regional air transport to and from the region. 
H. Support Destination 13, a partnership formed to develop a strategy to leverage the 

Destination Development in Marion IL to maximize the benefits to the region. 
I. Organize and implement the Midland Institute for Entrepreneurism in the region of 

Southern Illinois. 
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Goal 2: Regional Policies: Develop and implement policies controlling issues that affect the 
entire region 
 

A. Develop policies regulating the environmental management of natural resources related 
to the pollution, conservation, land use, and maintaining the natural character and beauty 
of the region 

B. Develop a basic energy policy as a framework through which energy related activities           
and projects may take place 

C. Improve the overall climate for growth of regional entrepreneurship, small business    
development, and innovation and technology. 

D. Support rural manufacturing and related workforce development initiatives. 
E. Leverage SIU research for economic development. 
F. Promote the expansion of Highway 127 north to Interstate 64. 
G. Generate federal research grants and contracts (Small Business Innovative Research, 

Small Business Technology Transfer) by technology-based firms in the region and 
university “spin-out” companies. 

H. Increase the number of new and retained knowledge-based enterprises with 
corresponding growth in related high-skilled employment opportunities. 

I. Complete a feasibility study for the development of a foreign trade zone in the District. 
 

Goals for the Upcoming Year 
To achieve the goals and objectives above Greater Egypt will take the actions below while 
working in collaboration with numerous partnering agencies. The goals/actions for the upcoming 
year are to: 
 
CEDS Process: 

• Facilitate an ongoing CEDS process that engages all of the District’s stakeholders 
• Educate all new CEDS committee members as well as the newly elected officials about 

the CEDS process and the types of investment incentives available for its implementation 
 
CEDS Document: 

• Create a mission and vision statement to guide the District’s CEDS process 
• Analyze the current CEDS goals and objectives to ensure they will achieve the mission 

and vision of the CEDS 
• Develop specific goals and objectives for promoting and developing leading industry 

clusters in the region. 
 

Policy I – Infrastructure 
Goal 1 - Industrial Infrastructure: Develop suitable land and facilities, environmentally problem-
free, needed to maintain existing, expanding or locating employers. 

• Continue to seek local, state, and federal funding to implement the projects consistent 
with the CEDS 

 
Goal 2 - Communications Infrastructure: Develop fiber optic and other telecommunications 
facilities that will enhance the flow of information and support new technologies 
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• Continue to support Clearwave Communications with their Broadband Deployment 
project. 

• Work with Connect SI to further broadband availability and adoption in the District. 
Goal 3 - Business Expansion and Location: Make available land, labor, capital, and assistance 
needed by businesses to expand or locate in the District. 

• Continue to offer financial assistance through the EDA Revolving Loan Fund. 
• Continue to support Champion Community Investments Intermediary Relending Program 

and the Rural Microenterprise Assistance Program. 
 
Policy II – Quality of Life 
Goal 1 - Community Infrastructure: Develop housing and other physical facilities that are 
healthful and attractive. 

• Assist Moore’s Prairie with their project to provide water from the Rend Lake 
Conservancy District to the citizens in their township.  

• Assist Cambria with their design engineering project to upgrade and improve the existing 
water infrastructure in their community. 
 

Goal 2 - Public Services: Maintain, upgrade and make readily accessible public services essential 
to orderly development, safety and well being. 

• Continuing working with the units of local government to enhance the public services in 
the region. 

 
Goal 3 - Health and Medical Care: Provide and make accessible to all residents the best health 
and medical care possible. 

• Assist Connect SI with the implementation of the Health Information Exchange of 
Southern Illinois 

 
Goal 4 - Education: Improve all levels of education through effectiveness, efficiency, expansion, 
consolidation, as well as encourage upgrading of physical facilities, new technologies and special 
programs. 

• Continue to support Clearwave Communications Broadband Deployment project and 
assist educators in the region with utilizing the new technology and capabilities to 
improve education. 

 
Goal 5 - Workforce Development: Refine and make accessible to all residents workforce training 
and adult training programs. 

• Continue to support the John A. Logan College, Rend Lake College, Southern Illinois 
University, and the Southern Illinois Workforce Investment Board (Man-Tra-Con) to 
make workforce training accessible to youth and adults in the District.  

• Assist with the creation of a shared regional healthcare simulation lab. 
 
Goal 6 - Specialized Human Services: establish, refine and coordinate human services for the 
aged, youth, handicapped and socially maladjusted. 

• Update and Maintain the AccessSI database 
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Goal 7 - Cultural and Recreation Activities: Encourage and provide for a more stimulating and 
rewarding use of leisure time through the development of regional attractions and events. 

• Continue to support the development of the STAR Bond District in Marion IL.  
• Help facilitate regional experiences for local and out of district travelers seeking to take 

advantage of the District’s local cultural and recreational activities.   
  
Policy III – Regionalism 
Goal 1: Regional Development: Work cooperatively to promote the southern Illinois region 

• Continue to support Connect SI with their work to enhance economic prosperity within 
the 20-southernmost counties in Illinois as well as the LEAD SI program which is 
designed to instill a deeper appreciation in the region’s youth while teaching them 
leadership skills.  

• Continue to meet with the three other planning commissions that serve southern Illinois 
to discuss issues of a regional nature.  

• Seek technical assistance grants that can provide the tools and expertise to develop and 
implement projects that will enhance the District as well as the Region.  

• Support Destination 13, a partnership formed to develop a strategy to leverage the 
Destination Development in Marion IL to maximize the benefits to the region. 

  
Goal 2: Regional Policies: Develop and implement policies controlling issues that affect the 
entire region 

• Improve the overall climate for the growth of regional entrepreneurship, small 
businesses, and innovation and technology by establishing collaborative frameworks for 
providing financial and technical assistance.  

 
 

Regional Economic and Demographic Data Update 
 
 
Population  
The 2010 Census data that was recently released shows slow growth (1.00%) over the last ten 
years in the region as a whole. Jefferson and Perry Counties lost 3.04% and 3.22% of their 
population respectively. Williamson County had the largest increase which was 8.26%. 
Williamson County has had a population increase every ten years since 1960. In that time their 
population has grown from 46,117 to 66,357 a 43.89% increase. The districts population has 
increased in the same timeframe from 179,048 to 227,313 a 26.96% increase. 
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2000-2010 Population Change 
Municipal Population Change  Municipal Population Change 

2000 - 2010 Census  2000 - 2010 Census 
         
City 2010 2000 % Change  City (Continued) 2010 2000 % Change 
Ava city, Illinois 654 662 -1.21%  Orient city, Illinois* 358 307 16.61% 
Belle Rive village, Illinois 361 371 -2.70%  Pinckneyville city, Illinois 5,648 5,464 3.37% 
Benton city, Illinois* 7,087 6,879 3.02%  Pittsburg village, Illinois 572 575 -0.52% 
Bluford village, Illinois 688 785 -12.36%  Royalton village, Illinois 1,151 1,130 1.86% 
Bonnie village, Illinois 397 424 -6.37%  St. Johns village, Illinois 219 218 0.46% 
Buckner village, Illinois 462 479 -3.55%  Sesser city, Illinois 1,931 2,128 -9.26% 
Bush village, Illinois 275 257 7.00%  Spillertown village, Illinois 203 220 -7.73% 
Cambria village, Illinois 1,228 1,330 -7.67%  Stonefort village, Illinois 297 292 1.71% 
Campbell Hill village, Illinois 336 333 0.90%  Tamaroa village, Illinois 638 740 -13.78% 
Carbondale city, Illinois* 25,902 25,597 1.19%  Thompsonville village, Illinois 543 571 -4.90% 
Carterville city, Illinois 5,496 4,616 19.06%  Valier village, Illinois 669 662 1.06% 
Christopher city, Illinois* 2,382 2,833 -15.92%  Vergennes village, Illinois* 298 330 -9.70% 
Colp village, Illinois 225 224 0.45%  Waltonville village, Illinois 434 422 2.84% 
Crainville village, Illinois 1,254 992 26.41%  West City village, Illinois 661 716 -7.68% 
Creal Springs city, Illinois 543 702 -22.65%  West Frankfort city, Illinois 8,182 8,196 -0.17% 
Cutler village, Illinois 441 543 -18.78%  Whiteash village, Illinois 241 268 -10.07% 
De Soto village, Illinois 1,590 1,653 -3.81%  Willisville village, Illinois 633 694 -8.79% 
Dix village, Illinois 461 494 -6.68%  Woodlawn village, Illinois 698 630 10.79% 
Dowell village, Illinois 408 441 -7.48%  Zeigler city, Illinois 1,801 1,669 7.91% 
Du Quoin city, Illinois 6,109 6,448 -5.26%  Total Municipal 146,397 145,582 0.56% 
Elkville village, Illinois* 928 988 -6.07%      
Energy village, Illinois 1,146 1,175 -2.47%  County 2010 2000 % Change 
Ewing village, Illinois 307 310 -0.97%  Franklin County, Illinois 39,561 39,018 1.39% 
Freeman Spur village, Illinois 287 273 5.13%  Jackson County, Illinois 60,218 59,612 1.02% 
Gorham village, Illinois 236 256 -7.81%  Jefferson County, Illinois 38,827 40,045 -3.04% 
Grand Tower city, Illinois 605 624 -3.04%  Perry County, Illinois 22,350 23,094 -3.22% 
Hanaford village, Illinois* 327 214 52.80%  Williamson County, Illinois 66,357 61,296 8.26% 
Herrin city, Illinois 12,501 11,298 10.65%  Regional Total 227,313 225,065 1.00% 
Hurst city, Illinois 795 805 -1.24%          
Ina village, Illinois 2,338 2,455 -4.77%  Unincorporated Area 80,916 79,483 1.80% 
Johnston City city, Illinois 3,543 3,557 -0.39%      
Macedonia village, Illinois 63 51 23.53%      
Makanda village, Illinois 561 419 33.89%  Regional Population Increased by 1.00% 
Marion city, Illinois 17,193 16,035 7.22%  Municipal Population Increased by 0.56%  
Mount Vernon city, Illinois 15,277 16,269 -6.10%  Unincorporated Population Increased by 1.80% 
Murphysboro city, Illinois* 7,970 8,694 -8.33%      
Nason city, Illinois 236 234 0.85%  

North City village, Illinois 608 630 -3.49%  

Source: 2010 Census Redistricting Data, P.L. 94-171 Summary File 
             2000 Census Redistricting Data, P.L. 94-171 Summary File 
             * Note: 2000 Count Question Resolution 
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County Population Trends
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Labor Force 
The average labor force for the District reached a five year high in 2007 at 118,732. While the 
average labor force took a significant hit in 2009 by declining 4,821 (4.06%), it has been 
stabilizing in 2010 and 2011. The 2011 three month average shows a slightly lower number in 
the labor force, but the figures are not seasonally adjusted so an accurate comparison cannot be 
made.  
 

Labor Force 
  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* 
Franklin 17,510 17,863 18,223 19,979 17,588 18,214 17,841 
Jackson 31,393 32,641 33,007 32,526 31,979 32,827 32,693 
Jefferson 20,283 20,936 21,269 20,865 20,496 20,760 20,244 
Perry  10,354 10,214 10,010 9,606 9,361 9,514 9,486 
Williamson 33,287 35,394 36,223 35,436 34,487 35,622 34,991 
District 112,827 117,048 118,732 118,412 113,911 116,937 115,255 
Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security 
*First Quarter Average for 2011 

 
Unemployment Rates 
The average unemployment rate for the District reached a five year low in 2006 at 5.6%, before 
climbing to 10.3% in 2010. The 2011 three monthly average shows a lower district average of 
9.6%, but the figures cannot be accurately compared since the figures are not seasonally 
adjusted. While the District’s unemployment rate has been falling recently, Franklin and Perry 
Counties are still facing double digit unemployment rates.  
 

Unemployment Rates 
  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* 
Franklin 7.4 7.0 8.3 9.4 12.9 12.8 11.6 
Jackson 4.8 4.2 4.9 5.8 7.2 7.9 7.4 
Jefferson 5.3 4.9 5.2 6.3 9.4 9.6 8.8 
Perry  7.0 7.1 8.7 9.8 11.8 11.9 11.1 
Williamson 5.6 5.0 6.8 7.1 9.1 9.4 9.1 
District 6.0 5.6 6.8 7.7 10.1 10.3 9.6 
Illinois 5.8 4.6 5.1 6.4 10 10.3 9.4 
United States 5.1 4.6 4.6 5.8 9.3 9.6 8.9 
Sources: Illinois Department of Employment Security and Bureau of Labor Statistics 
*First Quarter Average for 2011 
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Sales and Related Tax Receipts 
The District’s sales and related tax receipts have increase every year over the last five years. In 
2010 the District’s sales and related tax receipts were $118,731,403.  From 2009 to 2010 there 
was a 2.04% increase.  

 
 
Per Capita Personal Income 
The District’s per capita personal income has grown every year for the last five years that data is 
available. During that time the per capita income has risen from $24,892 in 2004 to $29,414 in 
2009 which represents an 18.17% increase. During this same timeframe the National per capita 
income has increased 16.98%. While the District’s per capita income grew at a slightly faster 
rate than the nations, the District’s 2009 per capita income is only 74.21% of the National per 
capita income.  
 

Per capita personal income (dollars) 

Period Franklin Jackson Jefferson Perry Williamson District Illinois  United 
States 

2004 $23,776 $26,384 $25,652 $21,875 $26,775 $24,892 $36,005 $33,881 

2005 $23,889 $25,934 $26,388 $21,606 $27,389 $25,041 $37,246 $35,424 

2006 $24,767 $26,896 $27,773 $22,101 $28,932 $26,094 $39,668 $37,698 

2007 $26,378 $28,624 $28,901 $22,606 $30,225 $27,347 $41,675 $39,461 

2008 $27,175 $30,773 $30,744 $23,783 $31,448 $28,785 $43,198 $40,674 

2009 $27,979 $31,894 $31,006 $24,290 $31,901 $29,414 $41,856 $39,635 

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis      
 
 
Layoffs 
The following is a list of the major layoffs impacting the district within the last year.  

COMPANY NAME  CITY  COUNTY 
1st LAYOFF 

DATE  
LAYOFF 

SCHEDULE 
50 or 
Above 

NUM 
AFFECT 

TOTAL 
AFFECT  INDUSTRY TYPE 

TAA 
Cert 

Everbrite/Neon  Mt. Vernon  Jefferson  6/4/2010  Layoffs  Yes  52  52  Neon signs  Yes 
Emerson 
Transportation     JF,JX, WM  8/9/2011  layoffs  No  15  15  Warehouse/Logistics  Yes 

Education Assoc.   Carterville 
WM, Fr, 
Pr, Jx  6/11/2011  layoffs        School districts  No 

Gateway Foundation   Carbondale  JX  4/15/2011  layoffs/funding  No  13  13  Drug and alcohol rehab  No 
Dyel Transportation  Mt. Vernon  JF  5/31/2011  Layoffs  No  35  35  Bus Drivers  No 
Vitamin World/NBTY  Carbondale  JX  8/5/2011  Layoffs  Yes  51  51  Warehouse  No 

Sales and Related Tax Receipts 
  2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 
Franklin $12,736,670 $13,612,438 $13,748,673 $13,732,097 $13,636,139 $14,491,662 
Jackson $31,089,539 $32,514,378 $31,784,770 $32,276,961 $32,581,143 $32,594,129 
Jefferson $24,125,802 $24,854,683 $24,712,226 $23,832,072 $23,185,573 $24,708,019 
Perry  $5,623,196 $6,192,047 $5,714,915 $6,034,328 $6,034,328 $6,613,753 
Williamson $34,084,100 $36,373,662 $38,888,878 $39,346,534 $40,915,959 $40,323,840 
District $107,659,307 $113,547,209 $114,849,461 $115,221,992 $116,353,140 $118,731,403 
Source: Illinois Department of Revenue, Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code Reporting,  
Calendar Year - Sales Made During January Through December 
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Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Map of Clearwave Communication’s Fiber Network 
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Appendix B – Map of Millennium Destination Development’s Star Bond District Project 
 

 
 

 




