GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
(GREATER EGYPT) 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION

OCTOBER 10, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Commission convened on Tuesday, October 10, at 7:00 p.m. at the Commission Office Marion, Illinois.

Commissioners Present:  Cindy Humm (Franklin County); Brandon Brown, Julie Peterson, Bob Hopkins, John Rendleman (Jackson County); Scott Wilmouth (Kinkaid  Reeds Creek Conservancy District); Jim Epplin, Brian Ottten (Perry County); Robert Spencer (Pinckneyville); Ron Ellis, Greg Smothers, Jeffery Robinson (Williamson County); Kathy Lively (Herrin); Robert Butler (Marion).
Commissioners Absent:  Jason Ashmore, Neil Hargis, Stephen Leek (Franklin County); Fred Kondritz (Benton); Cate Dinn (West Frankfort); Gary Williams (Carbondale); Steve Damron, Steve Draege, Cliff Lindemann, James Malone (Jefferson County); Mary Ellen Bechtel (Mt. Vernon); Josh Gross, Fred Kelly (Perry County); Andrew Croessman (Du Quoin); Brent Gentry (Williamson County); Mark T. Krones (Carterville). 

Staff present: Cary M. Minnis, Executive Director and Jenny Richardson, Administrator.
Introduction of Guests

None
Call to Order
Ms. Peterson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  It was determined that a quorum was physically present.  Proceedings of the meeting were recorded.
Minutes of the Regular of the Commission, Treasurer’s Report, and List of Bills

 Motion was made by Mr. Spencer and seconded by Mr. Robinson to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Commission of September 12, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.   Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Ms. Humm and seconded by Mr. Hopkins accepting the Financial Report of September 30, 2017, as distributed.   All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried.   

Motion made by Ms. Lively and seconded by Mr. Rendleman, authorizing the payment of expenditures over $500 on the List of Bills, including Emling & Hoffman for partial audit payment, contractual invoice, and insurances, as distributed.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried. 

Correspondence

None
Old Business - Administrative
Executive Committee Meeting of September 12, 2017

Motion was made Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Smothers to approve the Executive Committee Minutes of September 12, 2017.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.
Executive Committee Meeting of October 10, 2017

 
Mr. Minnis reported the Executive Committee had met just prior to the Commission meeting and discussied the health insurance annual renewal.  The Committee recommended that the Commission change to a different Blue Cross-Blue Shield (P500PPO) which is very similar to our current plan and would be a 13% increase.  Staying on the same plan would be a 30.8 % increase.

Motion was made by Mr. Rendleman and seconded by Mr. Ellis to renew the Blue Cross-Blue Shield Health (P5PPO) Insurance for the coming year.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.
Old Business - Program

Staff Program Report to the Commission

Motion was made by Mr. Spencer and seconded by Mr. Ellis accepting the Staff Program Report to the Commission of September, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.    
Water Quality Management Program 

Copies of report on the Conservation Fair were distributed.  About 300 attended staff’s presentation.  Staff demonstrated secchi disks and water sampling.  This is part of the IEPA contract for outreach education. 

EDA  

Mr. Minnis reported that the Southern Illinois Airport is now officially under construction.  The project ended up being more than the estimate and a grant was written to IDOT to help fund the project.

Mr. Minis reported Jefferson County received a $1.5 million grant from EDA for a road project, the project is fully funded between federal and state money.  The project will result in approximately 110 new jobs.  Staff along with Jefferson County Representatives went to Chicago and met with EDA for their pre-construction conference to discuss the terms and conditions of the grant.

The City of Mt. Vernon pre-construction conference with the contractor was held today for the road project.  The water/sewer portion of the grant is completed.
DRA

Mr. Minnis noted that some of 2017 DRA awards have been announced. Copy of DRA News Release   regarding projects awarded in Southern Illinois was distributed. We submitted 9 applications, three were funded: the Franklin Hospital District, SIU Medical building, Rend Lake Conservancy District for $515,000 which is part of $6 million project for a water main project.  DRA hasn’t announced the awards with joint EDA funding.
Transportation Planning 

Mr. Minnis requested approval to enter into an agreement with the Lochmueller Group for preparation of the Human Services Transportation Plan in the amount of $22,435 (copies of Study Purpose and Expected Products were s distributed).  All MPOs are to have this plan and we do not.   Motion was made by Ms. Lively and seconded by Mr. Spencer to enter into a contract for $22,435 with the Lochmueller Group to prepare the Human Services Transportation Plan and the Executive Director be authorized to sign the contract.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried

Staff is assisting the City of Carbondale to update their TIGER application grant for a multi-model building in the city.  It is a $14 million project.  It was suggested that letters of support of the project be sent to Carbondale.

SIMPO requested a safety study on I-57 from I-24 to I-64 due to the number of accidents on that section of I-57.  IDOT agreed to the study which will begin in early November.
Hazard Mitigation Grants


West Frankfort:  Construction of waste water plant is in process.  


Reed Station Mobile Home Park:   IEMA approved the application for disposal of the sludge application. The bid has been advertised for the work.   Proposals are being reviewed.   The project is approximately $1 under budget.
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New Business – Administrative

Annual Meeting-Award Nominations

A memo summarizing award nominations received was distributed.  The winners will be invited to the annual dinner to receive the awards.  Need to make a decision tonight so the winners can get the date on their calendars. Members discussed the nominees. After discussion, the following motions were made:
A motion was made by Mr. Rendleman and seconded by Mr. Robinson that General Cable, Du Quoin, receive the Business/Industry Award.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. Ellis and seconded by Ms. Lively that Night Shield, West Frankfort and the Boys and Girls Club of Carbondale receive Meritorious Awards and Dr. Zahoor and Sumerra Malkdoom, Carbondale be given a special award for their work in the community.  All members presented voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.

 New Business – Program
CHMURA Presentation
Mr. Minnis made a presentation to use software CHMURA, which is user friendly.  It was purchased by the Southern Illinois Work Force and is very expensive.  It is available for use by the Work Force Board for 2 years.  Need to stress that the program needs to be used to help with data requests for the region.  Can estimate information such as if a firm wants to locate in the area and will have manufacturing 100 jobs, it will estimate how many of the jobs would be for say tire builders, supervisors, and support staff.  The program provides labor force needs, trends, average wages in the area, training courses needed, number of unemployed, poverty levels, an economic overview by city, county, or zip codes.   It also can give occupation details in an area.  It is a very powerful tool and the area needs to take advantage of it.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Smothers to adjourn the meeting.   The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  
Handouts
Sept. 30, 2017 Financial Report
List of Bills
Health Insurance Comparisons

Report on Conservation Fair
Information re HSTP Study

Memo re Award Nominations

Copies of all background documents furnished to the Commission in connection with this meeting are on file in the office of Greater Egypt, Marion, Illinois.
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