GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
(GREATER EGYPT) 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION

MARCH 14, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Commission convened on Tuesday, March 14, at 7:08 p.m. at the offices of GERPDC in Marion, Illinois.  

Commission Members Present:, Cindy Humm (Franklin County); Brandon Brown, Robert Hopkins, Julie Peterson (Jackson County); Steve Damron, Steve Draege, Cliff Lindemann  (Jefferson County); James Epplin, Josh Gross, Fred Kelly (Perry County); Jeffery Robinson, Greg Smothers (Williamson County); Kathy Lively (Herrin), Robert Butler (Marion).

Commission Members Absent: Jason Ashmore, Neil Hargis, Steve Leek (Franklin County); Fred Kronditz (Benton); Cate Dinn (West Frankfort); Robert Clodi (Rend Lake Conservancy District);  John Rendleman (Jackson County); Scott Wilmouth (Kinkaid Lake Conservancy District:)  James Malone (Jefferson County); Mary Ellen Bechtel (Mt. Vernon);  Brian Otten (Perry County); Andrew Croessman (Du Quoin); Robert Spencer (Pinckneyville);  Ron Ellis, Brent Gentry (Williamson County); Mark T. Krones (Carterville).

Staff Present: Cary M. Minnis, Executive Director; Tyler Carpenter, Regional Planner;  and Margie Mitchell, Program Director.

Others present:  Mrs. Draege and Mrs. Lindemann.

Ms. Peterson asked everyone present to introduce themselves.
Call to Order
Ms. Peterson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.  It was determined that a quorum was physically present.  The proceedings of the meeting were recorded.   Ms. Peterson mentioned an article in the Southern Illinoisan regarding a grant the Commission received from DRA.
Minutes of the Regular of the Commission, Treasurer’s Report, and List of Bills

 Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Gross to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Commission of February 14, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.   Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Mr. Smothers and seconded by Mr. Butler accepting the Financial Report of February  28, 2017, as received.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried.   

Motion made by Mr. Damron and seconded by Mr. Hopkins, authorizing the payment of expenditures over $500 on the List of Bills, bills including Lochmueller contractual payment, as received. All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried. 

Correspondence

None
Old Business - Administrative
None
Old Business - Program

Staff Program Report to the Commission

Ms. Peterson asked if everyone was aware of the Carbondale Urbanized area.  It is the area from Murphysboro to Marion along Route 13.  She also asked about the UAS, that is for the drone, two staff members have a FAA pilot certification.   Mr. Minnis mentioned that drone racing is a growing sport.  The Reed Station Mobile Home Park area could possibly be used as an area for drone racing when the clean-up is complete.  It is about 30 acres.  IDOT was going to take the property for mitigation, but it seems that will not happen.  The property could be used for a park, but nothing insurable can be put on it.  Also asked about the Degognia-Fountain Bluff Levee.  Mr. Minnis mentioned that an application to DRA was submitted last year for pumps and was not approved.  Staff is continuing to work with USDA to get a grant or loan that would be given to the Coop, they could then lend to the Levee District.   Cost for the pumps is $850,000.  Will submit another application to DRA for additional funds this year.   Will work with the Coop and ask for $500,000.  The project could be done in phases. 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Smothers accepting the Staff Program Report to the Commission of February, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.  

Water Quality Management Program

Mr. Minnis noted an application for a watershed study for Pond Creek was submitted.   Received an email from IEPA stating they expect to fund the project.  Additional GATA information needs to be submitted.  Should the application be approved, additional staff may be needed.

Tyler Carpenter, was introduced and gave a presentation on the drone.  
EDA  


Mr. Minnis reported that Mt. Vernon Industrial Park will issue the Notice to Proceed on Wednesday for the water/sewer portion of the project.  The engineering for the road portion of the project will be completed later this year and  then will go to bid.

Mr. Minnis reported that in June we will celebrate being designated Economic Development District for 50 years.  We are the 8th oldest District in the country and 3rd oldest in the six-state region.  Talked with the EDA Regional Director and she seemed willing to come to the region.  Should celebrate the 50th year, what should we do.   Perhaps she could visit some of the EDA funded sites.  The five county area has received over $50 million in project funds.  Currently we have projects in Mt. Vernon and Southern Illinois Airport. EDA has helped fund the industrial parks in the region.
DRA

Copies of Resolution No. 3-2-2017 were distributed to members present.  Mr. Minnis reported the we submitted an application to DRA about 9 months ago for a marketing strategy.  DRA has a special pot of money they received from EDA to regrant. Good things are happening in Southern Illinois.  Want to create a regional marketing strategy and materials to attract businesses, workers, and consumers.  Plan to focus on Manufacturing, Transportation  and Warehousing, and Healthcare sectors.  Have been working with the Work Force Board on these sector-based initiatives.   Want to specifically focus on the strengths of the auto industry in southern Illinois.  DRA has offered the Commission a $111,111 grant (no local match) for the marketing study.  The resolution authorizes Cary to sign the grant award and other documents as needed.  The funds will be used for contractual services.

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Butler to adopt Resolution No. 3-2-2017 designating Cary Minnis to execute any necessary documents for the DRA Grant Award #IL 50445.  All present voted “AYE”.  The motion carried.


Mr. Minnis also noted the DRA 2017 Funding cycle was announced.  Applications for water/sewer, economic development will be accepted.  Area has received grants from $20,000 to $325,000. Last year Energy received a grant to upgrade College Street from Route 148 to the City limits.
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Transportation Planning 

Mr. Minnis noted the public meeting was held on the east-west corridor, a supplemental route to Route 13. From comments received, people liked road connections to Airport Road north of Carbondale.  With funding constraints may upgrade Dillinger Road.  The report will be completed this summer.

The Transit Study is in progress.  SIU’s funding has been cut.  By reorganizing operations of the three transit districts and reporting needed ridership information, funding may be increased by 30%.  Hope to receive funds from the  Small Transit Intensive Cities Fund.  It is possibility that there could be fixed routes from Carbondale to Marion.


Staff used the new traffic camera to count the traffic on Skyline and Crenshaw Road.  Staff is preparing an application for HSIP funds, alternative design is for a roundabout at the intersection.
Hazard Mitigation Grants


Reed Station Mobile Home Park:  All the mobile homes and debris are gone.  One lot owner is still awaiting a title from the Secretary of State.  Still have to clean up the lagoon.

 
West Frankfort received a $6.5 million grant to move their wastewater plant out of the flood plain.  Construction work on the project is in process.
New Business – Administrative
Work Experience Program

Mr. Minnis reported Man-Tra-Con has a work experience program for employers to give real work experience to persons and offered the Commission an employee.  They would be paid by Man-Tran-Con and work in our office for four months to gain work experience.  This would be a great help to our staff with the work load.  Hope to get another person to work with watershed planning and to possibly hire the person if we get the additional watershed planning grant.  They would be at an Assistant Planner level.

Met today with a DRA Delta AmerCorps representative and they have a similar program to pay $2,000 to have a person for a year.  There are restrictions to what they can do for a community or an agency like ours.  We could apply; communities can also apply to DRA.
New Business - Program

None
Next meeting will be held at Benton City Hall on April 11.
Adjournment

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson, and seconded by Ms. Humm to adjourn the meeting.   The meeting adjourned at  8:05   p.m.  

Handouts
Resolution No. 3-2-2017 
Copies of all background documents furnished to the Commission in connection with this meeting are on file in the office of Greater Egypt, Marion, Illinois.
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