GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
(GREATER EGYPT) 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION

JUNE 13, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Commission convened on Tuesday, June 13, at 7:10 p.m. at the Municipal West Building, Mt. Vernon, Illinois.  

Commission Members Present:, Jason Ashmore, Cindy Humm, Steve Leek (Franklin County); Cate Dinn (West Frankfort);  Robert Hopkins, Julie Peterson (Jackson County); Steve Draege, James Malone (Jefferson County);  Josh Gross, Fred Kelly, Brian Otten (Perry County); Robert Spencer (Pinckneyville); Jeffery Robinson (Williamson County); 


Commission Members Absent: Neil Hargis (Franklin County); Fred Kronditz (Benton); Brandon Brown, John Rendleman (Jackson County); Gary Williams (Carbondale); Scott Wilmouth (Kinkaid Lake Conservancy District:);  Steve Damron, Cliff Lindemann (Jefferson County); Mary Ellen Bechtel (Mt. Vernon); Jim Epplin (Perry County); Andrew Crossman (Du Quoin); Ron Ellis, Brent Gentry, Greg Smothers (Williamson County); Mark T. Krones (Carterville); Kathy Lively (Herrin); Robert Butler (Marion).


Staff  present: Cary M. Minnis, Executive Director and Margie Mitchell, Program Director.
Call to Order
Ms. Peterson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.  It was determined that a quorum was physically present.  
Minutes of the Regular of the Commission, Treasurer’s Report, and List of Bills

 Motion was made by Mr. Ashmore and seconded by Mr. Kelly to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Commission of May 9, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.   Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Kelly accepting the Financial Report of  May 31, 2017, as received.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried.   

Motion made by Mr. Ashmore and seconded by Ms. Dinn, authorizing the payment of expenditures over $500 on the List of Bills, including a Lochmueller contractual payment, as received.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried. 

Correspondence

None
Old Business - Administrative
Executive Committee Meeting of June 7

Additional information regarding the Commission budget was handed out to go with budget materials that were sent out.  Mr. Minnis reviewed the income and expenses sheet, noting additional revenue received for coming year – additional  $13,300 from EDA for the planning grant; new IEPA grant for $42,000; and DRA grant for $111,111 and part of the transportation planning for $18,289.  Staff is working on a CDBG grant for Mt. Vernon and an EDA grant for Jefferson County that includes administrative funds.


Also discussed the Personnel Cost Worksheet that was handed out.  Changes includes position of  Planner I for three months, other nine months staff would be promoted  to  Planner III (GIS/Environmental Services); Administrator will work 30 a week; and a new position of Part-time Clerical Bookkeeper.  Planner II is currently vacant, the job has been advertised.  The second side of the sheet lists the allocation of staff salaries to the projects.

Also discussed was the Statement of Employee Benefits, the Indirect Cost Budget, the final page lists the budget for each of projects.  The budget includes the salary increase of 2.5% for the Executive Director as recommended by the Executive Committee at their May 3 meeting.

Motion was made by Mr. Leek and seconded by Mr. Ashmore that the Commission FY 2018 Budget be approved including the 2.5% salary increase for the Executive Director to become effective July 1.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.

Old Business - Program

Staff Program Report to the Commission

Motion was made by Mr. Ashmore and seconded by Mr. Robinson accepting the Staff Program Report to the Commission of May, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.    It was noted that in the SIMPO should read that the May (not June) meeting of the Policy Committee was canceled.
Water Quality Management Program

Mr. Minnis noted that we are on the cusp of getting a second water quality grant, will have two grants running at the same time.
EDA  


Mr. Minnis reported the celebration for being designated as an Economic Development District 50 years ago was held on June 2.  Jeannette Tamayo, Director of Chicago Regional Office, attended.   EDA representatives toured  the Aisin plant and were very impressed.  EDA had invested $1.5 million, and now Aisin has 2,500 employees.  They also toured the SIU Transportation Education Center at the Southern Illinois Airport and were impressed. Ms. Tamayo said kind words about Greater Egypt and presented a letter from EDA thanking the Commission for 50 years of service to the communities in Southern Illinois.  Statements were also received from Senator Durbin and Duckworth and Representative Bost.
DRA

Mr. Minnis noted that nine (9) applications for the DRA 2017 funding cycle were submitted from the area, two were for community infrastructure, and one for EDA funds through DRA.  Total request was for $2.7 million.  Hope to hear by the end of August if grants are approved.  
Transportation Planning 

Mr. Minnis reported Transit Study in the MPO area is almost complete.  Consultants noted by combining Rides Mass Transit, Jackson County Mass Transit and Saluki Express numbers, that the area meets 4 of the 6 criteria for STIC funds. Could receive about $750,000 in additional funding for the Route 13 corridor.  This would be about a 30% increase in funding.  Also mentioned at a consultant will be chosen in July for the overpass study in Marion at Rt. 13 and Ray Fosse Park.  These would not have happened without SIMPO.
Hazard Mitigation Grants


West Frankfort received a $6.5 million grant to move their wastewater plant out of the flood plain.  Construction work on the project is in process.


Reed Station Mobile Home Park:  Program was a success after visiting the former Mobile Home Park; it was flooded again after recent rains.  Project is still ongoing, making progress to clean up the lagoon. 
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New Business – Administrative

None
New Business – Program
 None


Next meeting will be held in Marion on July 11
Adjournment

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Otten to adjourn the meeting.   The meeting adjourned at 7:30   p.m.  

Handouts
Budget Information
Copies of all background documents furnished to the Commission in connection with this meeting are on file in the office of Greater Egypt, Marion, Illinois.
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