GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
(GREATER EGYPT) 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION

JULY 11, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Commission convened on Tuesday, July 11, at 7:10 p.m. at the offices of GERPDC, in Marion.

Commission Members Present:  Jason Ashmore, Cindy Humm, Steve Leek (Franklin County); Brandon Brown, Julie Peterson, John Rendleman (Jackson County); Gary Williams (Carbondale); Steve Damron,  Steve Draege, (Jefferson County); Jim Epplin, (Perry County); Andrew Crossman (Du Quoin); Robert Spencer (Pinckneyville); Jeffery Robinson, Greg Smothers (Williamson County); Kathy Lively (Herrin); Robert Butler (Marion).


Commission Members Absent: Neil Hargis (Franklin County); Fred Kronditz (Benton); Cate Dinn (West Frankfort);  Bob Hopkins (Jackson County); Scott Wilmouth (Kinkaid Lake Conservancy District:);  Cliff Lindemann, Jim Malone (Jefferson County); Mary Ellen Bechtel (Mt. Vernon); Josh Gross, Fred Kelly, Brian Otten (Perry County); Ron Ellis, Brent Gentry (Williamson County); Mark T. Krones (Carterville); 


Staff present: Cary M. Minnis, Executive Director and Jenny Richardson, Administrator.
Call to Order
Ms. Peterson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  It was determined that a quorum was physically present.  Proceedings of the meeting were recorded.
Minutes of the Regular of the Commission, Treasurer’s Report, and List of Bills

 Motion was made by Mr. Spencer and seconded by Ms. Humm to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Commission of June 11, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.   Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Mr.  Epplin and seconded by Mr. Spencer accepting the Financial Report of June 30, 2017, as distributed.   All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried.   

Motion made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Rendleman, authorizing the payment of expenditures over $500 on the List of Bills, including a Lochmueller contractual payment, attorney bill, and NPDES for Jackson County HMG,  as received.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried. 

Correspondence

None
Old Business - Administrative
Local Share Request

Mr. Minnis requested approval of the annual local share request for the coming year.  The rate has not changed since 2008.  In about 37 years the rate has been raised one time.

Motion was made by Mr. Rendleman and seconded by Mr. Ashmore to approve the Local Share request for the coming year, .25 per capita for counties and communities over 5,000 population, .06 for conservancy districts and $125 for Assembly of Local Governments (municipalities under 5,000 population and Special Units of Government).  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.

Certificates of Deposit

Mr. Minnis noted that the Commission has several Certificates of Deposit that will expire in late July and early August.  Interest rates will be checked closer to the maturity dates.  Where to invest, consensus of members funds should be placed in local banks.


Motion was made by Mr. Rendleman and seconded by Mr. Robinson to renew the Certificates on their maturity dates at the best rates available at a local bank, and the  interest from the certificates be deposited in the local fund account.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.
Old Business - Program

Staff Program Report to the Commission

Motion was made by Ms. Lively and seconded by Mr. Spencer accepting the Staff Program Report to the Commission of June, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.    
Water Quality Management Program

Mr. Minnis noted there was no word on funding the second water quality grant.   
EDA  


Mr. Minnis reported EDA highlighted the Commission in their newsletter designated as an Economic Development District 50 years.    Two major EDA projects are in progress.  The Mt. Vernon Industrial Park water/sewer portion is under construction and the plans and specs for the road were sent to EDA for approval.  Anticipate going to bid in August.  The Southern Illinois Airport plan and specs for the road will be forwarded to EDA for approval, hoping to go to bid in August.  An EDA project for Jefferson County should be announced soon
DRA

Mr. Minnis noted that nine (9) applications for the DRA 2017 funding cycle were submitted from the four-county area and are under review by DRA.  Total request was for $2.7 million.  Hope to hear soon if applications are approved.  The Commission received a $111,111 grant last year to showcase southern Illinois.   In order for the work to include Jefferson County (a non-DRA county), the Southern Illinois Workforce Board agreed to contribute $15,000 to cover Jefferson County costs.  The RFP will be advertised and on-line yet this week.  The Energy DRA project, East College Street from Route 148 to the east city limits, is almost complete.  Hope to find funds to complete about quarter mile of road in Williamson County not repaved.
Transportation Planning 

Mr. Minnis requested authorization for the Chairman to sign the Intergovernmental Agreement with the State of Illinois for continued transportation planning for the period July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018.  Total contract $267,812—federal share $214,250 (80%), state funds $53,562 (20%)

Motion made by Mr. Ashmore and seconded by Mr. Rendleman to authorize the Chairman to sign the Inter-Governmental Agreement between the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Commission for transportation planning for the period July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.


Mr. Minnis requested authorization for the Executive Director to sign the Contract with Hampton Lenzini and Renwick, Inc. for ITS Study for SIMPO for $35,000. The Study will evaluate the traffic signal controllers and communications devices along the IL 13 corridor from Murphysboro to Marion and make recommendations for IS system in the corridor.  The contract won’t be executed until the State signs the Intergovernmental Agreement.


Motion was made by Mr. Rendleman and seconded by Mr. Spencer to authorize  the Executive Director  to sign the Contract with Hampton Lenzini and Renwick, Inc. for the ITS Study.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.
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Mr. Minnis requested authorization for the Executive Director to sign the Contract with Thouvenot Wade & Moerchen, Inc. for the Marion Overpass/Underpass Study on IL 13 in Marion to determine the feasibility of improving safety near Ray Fosse Park for $45,000.  Additional information was handed out regarding the contract.  The contract won’t be executed until the State signs the Intergovernmental Agreement.

Motion was made by Mr. Butler and seconded by Mr. Ashmore to authorize the Executive Director to sign the contract with Thouvenot Wade & Moerchen, Inc. for the Marion Overpass/Underpass on IL 13 in the Ray Fosse Park area.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.
Hazard Mitigation Grants


West Frankfort received a $6.5 million grant to move their wastewater plant out of the flood plain.  Construction work on the project is in process.


Reed Station Mobile Home Park:   Project is still ongoing, making progress to clean up the lagoon. 
New Business – Administrative

Annual Meeting

Mr. Minnis said he received a note from Man-Tra-Con regarding having a joint Annual Dinner Meeting as last year on December 12 at Black Diamond Event Center.


Mr. Minnis announced the new Economic Development Specialist will start on July 17.
New Business – Program
Drone Presentation

Staff used the drone on Route 13 in the Ray Fosse Park area and took 132 pictures.  It was automated and preprogramed. The pictures were shown and will be used by the consultant for their study.
Next meeting will be held in Marion on August 8.
Adjournment

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Butler to adjourn the meeting.   The meeting adjourned at 7:38   p.m.  

Handouts
June 30, 2017 Financial Report
Thouvenot Wade & Moerchen Contract Information

Copies of all background documents furnished to the Commission in connection with this meeting are on file in the office of Greater Egypt, Marion, Illinois.
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