GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
(GREATER EGYPT) 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION

APRIL 11, 2017
The Regular Meeting of the Commission convened on Tuesday, April 11, at 7:05 p.m. at the Benton City Hall in Benton, Illinois.    

Commission Members Present:, Cindy Humm Steve Leek (Franklin County); Cate Dinn (West Frankfort); Brandon Brown, Robert Hopkins, Julie Peterson (Jackson County); Steve Damron, Steve Draege, Cliff Lindemann, James Malone  (Jefferson County); James Epplin, Josh Gross, (Perry County); Andrew Crossman (Du Quoin); Robert Spencer (Pinckneyville); Jeffery Robinson (Williamson County).  

Commission Members Absent: Jason Ashmore, Neil Hargis (Franklin County); Fred Kronditz (Benton);   John Rendleman (Jackson County); Gary Williams (Carbondale); Scott Wilmouth (Kinkaid Lake Conservancy District:); Mary Ellen Bechtel (Mt. Vernon); Brian Otten, Fred Kelly (Perry County);  Ron Ellis, Brent Gentry, Greg Smothers (Williamson County); Mark T. Krones (Carterville); Kathy Lively (Herrin), Robert Butler (Marion).

Staff  present: Cary M. Minnis, Executive Director and Jenny Richardson, Administrator.

Others present:  Mrs. Draege.
Call to Order
Ms. Peterson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  It was determined that a quorum was physically present.  The proceedings of the meeting were recorded
Minutes of the Regular of the Commission, Treasurer’s Report, and List of Bills

 Motion was made by Mr. Damron and seconded by Mr. Gross to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Commission of March 14, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.   Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Ms. Dinn and seconded by Mr. Epplin accepting the Financial Report of March 31, 2017, as received.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried.   

Motion made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Ms. Dinn, authorizing the payment of expenditures over $500 on the List of Bills, bills including Lochmueller contractual payment, as distributed.  All members present voted "AYE".  Motion carried. 

Correspondence

None
Old Business - Administrative
None
Old Business - Program

Staff Program Report to the Commission

Motion was made by Ms. Humm and seconded by M. Leek  accepting the Staff Program Report to the Commission of March, 2017, as received.  All members present voted “AYE”.  Motion carried.  

Water Quality Management Program

The Commission applied for a new grant from IEPA for Lake Creek Watershed and Stormwater Education for $85,000.  Staff has received an intent to award the project.    Will probably start in October.  If so, additional staff will be needed.  
EDA  


Mr. Minnis reported that Commission received a $26,744 supplement to our EDA planning grant over a two-year period, we will match that amount.  The Southern Illinois Airport EDA project, an IDOT grant was signed to help fund the project. Expenses had increased from $2 million to $3 million, so additional funds were requested from IDOT. The project should be bid and under construction by June/July.  The Mt. Vernon Industrial Park EDA project started construction on the  project. An application was submitted for Jefferson County for $1.5, to be matched with a $1.6 from IDOT for a road project for an industrial expansion.  

Mr. Minnis reported that in June we will celebrate being designated Economic Development District for 50 years.  We are the 8th oldest District in the country and  oldest in the six-state Chicago region.   EDA has helped with a number of projects in the area.    EDA is very important to our region.  Working to plan some type of ceremony to have EDA staff come and visit some of the projects in the area.
DRA

Mr. Minnis also noted the DRA 2017 funding cycle was announced.  Applications are due in May.  DRA has been important to the 16 southern Illinois counties it covers.  Usually get $800,000 for the counties and we have been getting about half those funds.
Transportation Planning 

Mr. Minnis reported that Request for Proposals will be released this week—Intelligent Transportation System Study of IL Route 13 Corridor (inventory stop lights from Murphysboro to Fair Street in Marion in order to cycle the lights) and feasibility study for a pedestrian overpass at IL 13 and Ray Fosse Park in Marion.  These will be part of the work scope for contractual funds  in the FY 18 MPO budget.

Cary discussed the Southern Illinois Metropolitan Planning Organization (SIMPO) was organized as a mandate from the Federal Highway Administration.  Any area considered urbanized, a contiguous area  population of 50,000 must have a Metropolitan Planning Organization for planning process.  So SIMPO was formed.  The area impacts parts of Jackson and Williamson Counties, from Murphysboro to Marion. Murphysboro is only  included in the planning area.  The policy committee includes elected officers from Carbondale, Carterville, Marion, Herrin, a Representative of the 5 small communities in Williamson County, the two Transit Districts, IDOT and Jackson and Williamson Counties.  The STU funds are placed in one pot and the Policy Committee choses STU projects for funding each year.
Hazard Mitigation Grants


West Frankfort received a $6.5 million grant to move their wastewater plant out of the flood plain.  Construction work on the project is in process.


Reed Station Mobile Home Park:  All the mobile homes and debris are gone, all residents have been paid.  Still have to clean up the lagoon.  There are regulatory issues and permits needed to drain the water and haul the sludge.  Staff is hoping to find a farm that will be willing to take the sludge (will need about 20 acres).  An abandoned mine in Elkville was mentioned.  If anyone knows any farm that might take the sludge, please let staff know.
New Business – Administrative
None
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New Business - Program

None
Next meeting will be held at Commission Office on May 9.
Adjournment

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson, and seconded by Mr. Damron to adjourn the meeting.   The meeting adjourned at 7:35   p.m.  

Handouts
List of Bills
Copies of all background documents furnished to the Commission in connection with this meeting are on file in the office of Greater Egypt, Marion, Illinois.
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